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INTRODUCTION. 

This REVIEW treats generally the meteorological couditions 
Of the United States and Oanada for March, 1888, and i s  

upon the reports of regular and \roluntary observers of 
both countries. Descriptions of the storms that occurred over 
the north Atlantic Ocean are also given, and their approximate 
Paths shown on chart i, on which also appear the distribution 
Of icebergs and field-im and the limit8 Of fog-bel ts west of the 
fortieth meridian. I n  the  vicinity of Newfoundland the aggre- 
gate quantity of ocean ice reported was largely deficient, 
*en compared with the average for March. 

$he month was colder than the averwe in nearly all dis- 
WtS, the temperature departures ranging from 4O to loo over a 
’%e part of the country. In northern New England, however, 

mean temperatures were considerebb above the average. 
%he rainfall was generally in excess Of thenveerage, although 
there are several area8 in which it mas deficient. 

%he severe storm of March 11-14th forlns the most important 
feature of the month, n full report of whlqh! with special charts 

the attending atmospheric condltlon8, is given herein. 

In the preparetion of th i s  REVIEW the following data, 
received up to April 20, 1888, have been used, viz., the 
regular tri-daily weather-charts, containing data of simulta- 
neous observations taken at  133 Signal Serrice stations and 23 
Oanadian stations, as telegraphed to this offlce ; 180 monthly 
journals and 176 monthly means from the former and 23 
monthly means from the latter : 316 monthly registers from 
voluntary observers; GO monthly registers from United States 
Army post surgeons ; marine records ; international simulta- 
neous observations ; marine reports through the co-operation 
of the Hydrographic Offlce, United States Navy, and the “New 
Pork Herald Weather Service;” monthly weather reports from 
the local weather services of Alabama, Arkansas, Colorado, 
Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, Louisiana, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Mississippi, Missouri, Nebraska, Nevada, New England New 
Jersey, North Carolina, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, kouth 
Carolina, and Tennessee, and the Central Pacific Railway 
Company ; trustworthy newspaper extracts, and special re- 
ports. 

ATMOSPHERIC PRESSURE (expressed in inches and hundredths). 

Atlantic coast northward of Virginia. The deficiency exceeds 
.10 in the middle and uorthern.Platean districts, on the north 
Pacific coast, and in the Maritime Provinces of Canada; the 
excess ranges from .05 to .l4 iu northern districts from Mon- 
tana eastward to the lower lakes, and from .01 to .05 in the 
central valleys aud Southern States. 

BAROMETRIC RANQES. 
The monthly barometric ranges at  the various Signal Service 

stations are also given in the table of miscellaneous meteoro- 
logical data. The ranges, as usual, conform to the general 
rule, that is, they increase with the latitude and decrease 
digh tly, though somewhat irregularly, with increasing longi- 
tude. In  the states bordering on the Atlantic the extreme 
ranges are .38 at Key West, Fla., and 1.67 at Nantucket, Maas. ; 


